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Only a Miracle Can Save
Her from Passing Into

the Unknown.
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Indignities Helped to
Ruin Her Health,

HER LIFE ONE OF CHARITY,

From Girlhood She Devoted Her-
self to Works of Kindness

for Those in Need.

RELATIVES PRAYING FOR HER

Those Who Oppose the New Organiza
tion Say They Are Hoping tor

Her Recovery from Her
Perilous Illness.

MRS. BALLINGTON BOOTH'S deadlj
Illness Is a broken heart The figurr
of speech has in this, as in al

cases, a basis in reality. Her physicians al
the Presbyterian Hospital last night shool
their heads sadly, and said: "A miracle
the miracle of her splendid will, may savt

her."
Her heart was broken, literally, after

she had read a line in a letter inflexible
as fate, written from London by her elder
sister, saying: "I shall never soil ink again
by using it in writing to you." Mrs. Bal
lington Booth might bave shrugged her
shoulders at this if she had been less sens!
tive.

Sensitive as she is, the amazing phrase
might have grieved her only intensely, bu1
it came after a long series of heart-rending
incidents, so constant, so refined in theii
cruelty, borne by her with such angelic
resignation, that its torture was like thai
of the heated iron crucifix on the lips ol
the martyr. She could not resist it.
At Chicago, Salvation Army men, led bj

principal officers, disturbed one of her meet
lugs until she was compelled to rebuke
them by name, an appeal to them in gen
eral having had no other effect than theii
jeering with renewed insolence.
At London, in the Training Home, girls

receiving instructions for a trip to New
Ynvlr u-oro fnlrl tin *VOid M VS. RfllllnirtOn
Booth as' a woman of lost reputation, in
terms of contumely so outrageous that CaptainMinnie Turner cast off her Salvation
Army uniform and came here to enlist
among the Volunteers.
At Montclair, N. J., in the Children's

Home, was a girl whom Mrs. Ballington
Booth protected. An officer of the SalvationArmy wrote to this girl a letter so

disgraceful in its references to Mrs.
Ballington Booth, that the matron suppressedit. She wrote to the girl's guard
lan, "If your ward should' read this letter,
we could not keep her here.''
Anonymous letters, full of absurd charges

against Mrs. Ballington Booth filled hei
mall every day. They were written, evi
deutly by persons who belived they were

serving God by Insulting her. The sincerity
of the sentiments amazed her. The numberof letters increased as the success of
the Volunteer's increased,
Commander Ballington Booth received,

from leaders of the Salvation Army, persis
tent appeals to leave his wife, accusing
her of an infinity of defects catalogued in
part with rare ingenuity.
Mrs. Ballington Booth was ostracised by

the Booth family, by friends whom she ad
mired, by acquaintances whom she esteemed,by persons in whom she had con
fidence. Her crime was irreparable, unpardonable.
She had quitted the Salvation Army.

CHAPTER I.
The maiden name of Mrs. Booth was

Maud Elizabeth Charleswortb. Her father,
the Rev. Ur. Samuel B. Charlesworth, was

pastor of Limehouse Parish, London, an

Episcopal minister, like his father, whom
the people of Ipswich, in Suffolk, admired
ardently.
The family has an ancient record of scholnrsliin.Miss M. Charlesworth. the Volun-

teer's aunt, is ihe author of "Ministering
Children j" Professor Col well, the Volunteer'suncle, is professor of Sanscrit in
Cambridge University, the Volunteer's eldei
sisters, Anna and Florence, are wives of
Church of England clergymen. The Volunteerwas always a Volunteer.
Her vocation came to ner partially from

her mother, but it was consciously developedby herself. In her girlhood she devotedher leisure to the poor, the children,
the old people and the infirm of her father'sparish, not through others, but in
person, with true charity.

It was her beautiful patrician hands that
made the beds of the miserable. She did
not sen.] her alms by a messenger, but dis-
triDutea rnem nerseu. vjwuu-mpiuuuo wru,

perhaps, of those who meditate and pray
in solitude for others, she preferred alreadyacts of charity rather than any other
expression of love for humanity. She was

graduated, and her father took her to
Paris, for a voyage in which she might
practise among strangers her perfect knowledgeof French.
She was sixteen years of age and she

had read "Ia-s Miseraldes" of Victor Hugo.
She was certain then, in her admiration
for this work, that she would do something,some day, for convicts like Hugo's
liero. But there wag other work to be
done in Tarls then.

Commander Ballington Booth's sister
was exhorting the destitute and the abandonedin that terrible district of Paris, the
"Oarrieres d'Amerlque," which impresses
one as a region or another age. It was
tiie fasnion among stuaents to go to tne
rueetiugs of the "Armee du Saint." They
were extraordinarily picturesque meetings.
Daudet, the novelist, attended one at the
urgent request of pupils of the College dn
France, and wrote "L'Evangeliste" from
the Impression which it produced upon him.
In its pages is a charming description of

a young woman whose large, limpid eyes
subdued the roughest attendants, whom her
voice afterward conquered. The original
of this slight sketch was Maud Elizabeth
Oharlesworth. She spoke In French with
an amazing accuracy, and her accent was
faultless, though not at all Parisian. One
would have imagined she was educated in
Touraine. Her converts were collegians as
well as vagabonds of the "Carrietes
d'Amerique" district of Paris.
She went to Switzerland, where the FederalGovernment, as well as the popular

prejudice, opposed the Salvation Arrnj^ savagely.But her knowledge of French, she
snid, her personal charm, undoubtedly,
wade hex success In Switzerland superb.
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' She was famous as a Salvationist when
t she returned to England.

Commander Ballington Booth admired
her without an idea that she thought ol
him; she said that his speeches had inspired

: her to bebome a Salvationist, and he did
not know it; but they met on the satin

. platform one day, and they acknowledged
that they had been In love with each othei
for a long time. ,

At their wedding, in London, four thou
L sauu |)t*LT5l>HS »ei<- (IICOCIU. tic i» uc 1 U\

most popular speaker among the Salvation
lsts in England; she was the most success

r ful In attracting affection and confidence
General Booth appointed them to direcl
the Salvation Army in the United States.

CHAPTER II.
The Salvation Army's work here, ter

, years ago, was misunderstood because il
1 was not well explained, abused because 11

was badly done, persecuted because it was
obnoxious. Several Salvationist meetings
were disorganized without popular protest

' several Salvationists were sent to jail.
Commander and Mrs. Ballington Rootli

captivated public opinion, she charming it
' always with her celestial eyes. The men

of science, the sceptics, the most indififerent recognized that the Army was doing
good. Mrs. Ballington Booth placed In the
slums thirty workers who labored ad
mlrably.
She was admitted to the drawing rooms.

Fashionable society protected her with the
wealthy. The building on Fourteenth
street was obtained at a cost of §400,000.
-LUC success UI me Duuauuil nim.i lu

America was known and celebrated everywhere.
An order from the General to the Commanderand Mrs. Ballington Booth to returnto England came In the first days of

last year. They refused to return: their
personal friends urged them not to return.

( They haa sent $100,000 to England for
foreign missions, $13,000 to India, $14,000
to France, $1'7,000 for social work in England.They said that their labors in
America needed all the money which they
had obtained here. Their recall appeared
to be the result of their contention.
They formed the Volunteers of America.

CHAPTER III.
As a Volunteer, Mrs. Ballington Booth

has been able to realize her earliest ambi1tlon. In Hope Hall, which she has founded,convicts find an asylum until they may
be able to find work. It is an Idea from
"Les Miserables." Mrs. Ballington Booth
rvitfci ?f r\rao nfl/ia vrr? + Vi a rlm 1 r ft 111 P tflPt

Hope Hall Is in the charge of two oflfl
eefs of the Volunteers, and no stranger
may enter it. Its location, near High
Bridge, is not well known, and not easily
accessible. The inen who are there work
at the farm, cook their meals, attend to
their wants, go In and out at liberty.
They are not tempted to commit new

crimes, as those who cannot find work becausethey have been convc-ts, often are.
Mrs. Ballington Booth's work is appreciatedin all penal institutions. She is

heartbroken because it is calumniated as
well as anything else that she has done,
since she Is a Volunteer.
Neither she nor the Commander, accuses

the Commander of the Salvation Army for
Uor great grier. Tne latter uas issueu tue

following statement:
"While realizing that this is not the momentto enter into any argument, contr.o!versy or defence, yet, in case our position

should be misunderstood, and In view of
the statements made by the press, I am
constrained on behalf of our people"all over
the world to say that there is hut one feelingIn our hearts regarding the illness of
Mrs. Ballington Booth and the consequent
sorrow and anxiety through which CommanderBallington Booth is passing. That
feeling Is lovq which would find expression
in unceasing prayer.
"Consul Mrs. Booth-Tucker has been in

constant communication both with the hospitaland with Commander Ballington
Booth, expressing her sympathy and profferingany assistance within her power,
while General Booth has cabled from Londonthe assurances of his prayers."
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Smuggled Them to Her Husband with
Acid in the Baskets of Food

Which She Carried.
North Tonawanda, N. Y., Dec. 23..Owen

Thomas, one of the three men who were

indicted for grand larceny, made an unsuccessfulattempt to break jail yesterday.
It is a' rule that each prisoner may fur.nlsb his own meals, lights, etc., and In

Thomas's case his wife brought him his
meals and the necessities of life. She
smuggled two steel saws to her husband,
which were concealed in the meshes of a

basket, and then acid was taken to hini In
a cup supposed to contain coffee. Later the
handles of the saws were neatly hid in a

loaf of bread, which reached her husband
in safety.
While he was at work on the bars the

noise of the saw attracted the attention of
a fellow convict in an adjoining cell, who reportedit to the turnkey. When the turnkey
reached the cell there was but an hour's
work yet to be done before Thomas would
have been at liberty. When the wife came

to visit her husband to-day she was eonfrontedwith the evidence against her, and
confessed her share in the scheme.

1,000 more advertisers used Journal
"wants" last Sunday than on the same

day last year. What does such a conditionsuggest? Take the hint jSun.day.I *

\

vTH'S DOOR;
iEARTBREAK!"
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Mrs. Maud Ballinatoft Booth, Wh

BLACK'S TAX l\
ADVANCE TO

Suggestions of the
Governor to the WW

Legislature.
IN A DILEMMA.

Knows the StrongOppositionto Any
Radical Measure.

Govern*

ALBANY, N. Y., Dec. 23..Governor Black's annual
a discussion of the Tax laws and their admiraistr
vexatious taxation questions, so that the unequ

legislative or executive aid. To a few of his intimates

not fully formed. The subject is one upon which able m
In the meantime the taxpayers, high and low, hav

The Governor halts between two schemes of amelioratio
the attention of the Legislature to the fact that local a

often to wantonly break it, especially the provision whic

at Its full valuation, and leave the Legislature to act i

On the other hand, the Governor thinks well of sug

ing the Governor to appoint a Commission to study the t

cernlng taxation and assessment, conclusions to be draw

visable in the Tax laws. It may be that the Governor w

ered to appbint a Tax Law Revision Commission, but tha

The recommendations of the Governor to the Legis
"Riant*- ao woii n« his fellow-Renublican leaders realizes th

they seek to bring about a change of taxation methods,

are taken. Single taxers will fight hard if the plan look
tion will be developed if there seems any attempt to fav

law has its friends, who say that if it were well adminis

it is impossible to execute it because of the many ways t

the pressing needs for action and the difficulties of settl

Governor Black will advocate a Tax Commission; With

they can stem the tide of adverse criticism on taxation b
"* t)AtM,Wi'nn« onoro-QafiAn 1c tmrirvcr fnr « snliit.inn.
CLK. J-VCpUUilUCHi X%J J *"0 " ^«.vv.Va..

The fact is also known that Governor Black's mess

nomination. It is being conceded in the inner Republics
that Governor Black is decidedly unpopular and not a d

Fall's political result. To change the sentiments of the v

taxation system, and by so measuring his words satisf

what their individual views are on the question. Promi

scheme great chances for Governor Black. An opportuni
year's campaign on the tax question, over whjch the en

tern and its criminally inadequate administration.
The Tax Raw Revision Commission, it is expected.

gestea 10 ine uoveriior mai xxe aypwui uxx me v^uiiiiixjs!

munity, the farmers, the workingmen and the professic
to make an inquiry into the broad features of taxation a

pose of devising changes to mak» taxation equal.

SINGERLY'S BA
WITH $c

c

o Is Dying from a Broken Heart. £

/IESSAGE IN
THEJOURNALj

0

Will Recommend S
a General Tax 1

1P& ill Commission. <

; |rA BID FOR VOTES. \
'

. 1
Steps to Secure His J
Own Renomination '

and Election. i
Black. i

E

message to the Legislature will have as its main feature r

ation, and will suggest various means of settling the 1

al system of taxation in this State may be remedied by (

Governor Black has confided his projects. His plans are j
en have differed for generations. 1
e been compelled to take their comfort from grumbling,
n. He is considering whether to rest merely by calling
ssessors are prone to carelessly disregard the law and

y
ii require** mie assessment 01 real anu personal property (
is it will. (

c
gesting to the Legislature the passage of a law authoriz- i
axation situation and report tq the Legislature facts con- j
n therefrom, and propose bills making any changes ad- j

ill not directly advise the Legislature that he be empow- }
t is said to be the plan he favors at this time. <

lature will be framed with extraordinary care. Governor j
at they have a stupendous and most difficult task when j
There is peril in the undertaking, whichever way steps
s to be against their theories, while the strongest opposi- ^
or the theories of the Henry George men. The existing
itered, taxation would be equal. The law's opponents say
o hide personal property from the tax man. Because of
inor the tiMhlpm hv hurripri IperisTa.tinn. it is thought that

a Commission appointed, the Republican managers think

y pointing to the fact that an able Commission, appointed
i

age on taxation will be a bid for popularity and a re-

n circles.they reflecting the sentiments of the masses.

esirable candidate, considering the uncertainty of next

oters, the Governor is being advised to attack the present
y the taxpayers that he ds their champion, no matter

nent politicians pretend to see in the execution of such a

ty, too, will be afforded the Republicans to tide over next

tire State is in decided rebellion against the present sys- <

will settle all these vexatious points. It has been suasionmen representing the judiciary, the business comjnalexponents of political economy. The Commission is

uid its general equity as between all classes, for the pur-
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The closing of the hank la prim a

nine of the bonds and notes of the S
Klkton, Maryland. We are at work
>f the banks with a view (o Kolng ii
vi. singerly's Explanation of the Crisis.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.. Dee. 23..The <

Chestnut Street National Bunk, '

[ of which William M. Singerly. pro-
rietor of the Philadelphia Record, is
resident, closed its doorst this morn- ;
ig. as did also the Chestnut Street {
rust and Savings Fund, which is allied
ith the bank. The Fnion Trust Company,
hich isr also in the same building on f
hestnut street, above Seventh, experienced
"run" during the day, owing to its prox-
aity to the embarrassed bank, but this
stltution is said to be In good condition ,
id will experience no difficulty in meeting
ie demands made upon it.
Not since the failure of the Keystone and
pring Garden National Banks and the de-
ileations of City Treasurer John Bardsy.has such a financial sensation been ex?riencedin Philadelphia as there was this
lorning when it became known that the
hestnut Street Bank had posted a notice
aat it was in the hands of an examiner,
here wan a flurry among all the financial
istitutlons in the city. Rumors of the
ank's shaky condition have been in cir-
illation for a month, and much detail has
een known to the banking community
enerally for weeks past.

Sinfferly Tried to Save It.
During that period the most herculean
fforts have been made by Editor Singerly
nd his friends to save the institution from
ankruptcy, and within the last forty-eight
.ouiis it was believed that relief was at
and. Yesterday the matter was laid beorethe leading banks, bankers and tryst
ompanies of Philadelphia, and an otter
ras made by them to subscribe for $2,000,00worth of 0 per cent preferred stock of
he Record Publishing Company in order to
elleve the embarrassment of the bank. A
ubsequent Investigation demonstrated that
he state of he bank's affaire was not such
s to warrant these financial interests in
ffordlng the proposed relief, and their
ffer was accordingly withdrawn.
Mr. Singerly, the president of the bank,

ias a lariro number of other business inter-
sts. Besides his connection with the bank,
ie is president of the Record Publishing
Company, has one of the largest pulp paper
aills in the country, at Elkton, aid.; is
resident of the Chestnut Street Trust and
iavings Fund Company and has large ineres,sin a number of commercial, manuacturingand other establishments, among
rhich are the Brighton Mills, at Eighth
nd Dauphin streets, where worsted goods
or women are made; a gleaner and binder
actory at Norristown, where a hundred
lands are employed; his famous stock farm
t Gwynedd, where 50,000 gallons of milk
re obtained yearly from his herd of cattle
,nd sold In this city, and his stock farm at
Clkton, Md- He is also deeply 'nterested in
everal local enterprises, such as Lennon's
itore, on Chestnut street; the Philadelphia
?hoto-Engraving Company, the Rembrandt
Engraving Company (a new concern), a

limilar plant in Baltimore, and Lit Brothers'big store at Eighth and Market streets.
Che one explanation for the failure, which
klr. Singerly himself affirms, is made by
10 less an authority than Comptroller Eckhankia nrimnrilv
'IS. JL lit" LIUOIUQ \JJ. ^ ^

lue to the shrinkage in value of the bond's
ind notes of the Singerly Pulp and Paper
Wills, at BJkton, Md.

Depositors in a Panic.
Prom 9 o'clock, when the notice of the

failure, signed by Bank Examiner Hardt,
fvas placed upon the door, the entrance to

;he building was completely blocked by the
vrowd, in which were many of the anxious
iepositors whose money is in the bank's
ceeping. Two reserve officers guarded the
loors and kept the people moving. Baca in
he office of the president William M. Singerly,the head of the bank, walked nervouslyto and fro, receiving the bankers
ivko called to express their sympathy.
tJeorge H. Earle, president of the Tradesnen'sBank, the Financial Company and
:he Pennsylvania Warehouse Storage and
Safe Deposit Company, and Itichard Y.
3ook were among the early callers.
The employes were completely in the

lark. They were shocked when they found
:he bank closed oil their arrival there this
norning. and many burst into tears when

they realized the calamity that had fallen
jpon the institution.

in uritiisux,

The amount on deposit in the Chestnut
Street Bank when the doors were closed

was, in round numbers. $1,700,000, of which
about $1,200,000 was' to the credit of inlividuals.firms and corporations in this
?ity, while the remaining $o00,000 representedthe accounts of banks in other
dties. The deposits in the Trust and
Savings Company amounted to about $1,JOO.OOO.
On Monday of this week the bank

made the following report to the
Clearing House: Loans and discounts,

... ««Qftnnn- .i^nnsits
M.ZOl.uuu; IV&m v."'. , ., ,

51,789,000; due from banks, $355,000; due
to banks. $686,000; circulation, $43,000.
The reserve has been below the legal requirementsfor several weeks. The city had
on deposit In the bank $514,550.40. City
Treasurer Oellers, who is Identified w.,.h
Mr. Slngerly in a responsible position,
declares that he will be in a position to
protect the city's rights.

State Funds Involved.
According to the statement of State

Treasurer Haywood, issued on the 1st of
December, there was deposited with the

3E
DEPOSITS.
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jnestnut street National
and Savings Fund of
Philadelphia Closed.

BELIEF PLAN FAILED."

Millionaire Editor Expected tor
Pay His Debts by SellingRecord Stock.

]
5ANKS IN BAD SHAPE,?

3ther Financial Institutions fw
fused to Advance $2,000,000

to Tide Them Over.

MORTGAGE ON THE NEWSPAPER/

Rumor That the Traction Magnates'
Will Take Possession and Turn

It Into a Republican ProtectionOrgan. x

rily dne to the shrinkage in the
iiiiK**rly I'ulp mid Paper Mills at
trying' to secure the indebtednett '

Iiu luiumai ) injuiuniiuu..\> Uliaia

Chestnut Street National Bank $225,OOfJ^)f Stnte funds. The State Treasurer said^rhis morning that he would not lose Kitent, as he is fully protected. The char-!
icter of the bond given by banks holding*'State funds is such that It is impossibleforthe Treasurer to lose, and the State-;aunot lose in any event, as the Treasurer's*!bond protects It.
It is an open secret in financial circle*:hat within the past forty-eight hours'strenuous efforts have been made by tho
eading banks and bankers of Philadelphia..:<> avert the catastrophe, and that, but for,Ihe discovery upon final investigation of
i worse condition of affairs than nad been*inticlpated, the Chestnut Street Banlt.tvould not have been permitted to fail. -Vlumber of gentlemen of very great promi.,tenee In the financial community unitedthis morning in making this statementconcerning the matter:

Bankers Not Satisfied.
The large financial interests of the city hadcombined to advance the amount of money reportedas necessary, but a final investigationdeveloped a condition which prevented theseinterests from arranging to extend the needed

renei. Members of the Clearing House statethat no other banks are involved in the failure.
Briefly told, the story hack of this statementIs this: On Tuesday, the ClearingHouse Association, which is composed ofall hut one or two of the national hankswithin the city limits, was apprised of aserious state of affairs in the condition ofthe Chestnut Street Bank, and a requestwas made that the banks, trust companiesand other large financial interests shouldunite in extending aid. It was stated thatIf Mr. Singorly's indebtedness to the hankoould be liquidated ail danger of failurewould be averted, and it was suggestedthat these var|ous financial interests shouldjoin In subscribing to or underwriting aproposed Issue of $2,000,000 6 per cent preferredstock of the ecord Publishing Com*pany. the proceeds of which could be devotedto the liquidation of that indebtednessand other obligations of Mr. gingerlyAstatement was submitted at the sametime showing that the profits of the Recordlast year amounted to $420,000, or sufficientto pay the interest on the proposed lssufrof preferred stock twice over.Upon final Investigation, however, it waitdiscovered that the affairs of the institutionwere more deero- . "SS .iij »ui\ cu man na(Tbeen supposed, and the condition disclosedwas such that the amount of money raised!was deemed Insufficient to relieve the embarrassment.The'large financial interestsreferred to were thus reluctantly compelledto withdraw their proffer of aid, and theresult was the closing of the bank doorathis morning. The meeting at which thi«decision was reached was held last evening.the .financial interests being repre«sented by a committee of their number,and it was not until nearly midnight thaiit was decided that the catastrophe couldnot be averted.
The liabilities of the bank are approximatedat nearly $4,000,000. What the as*sets are cannot be learned, but It Is com*monly reported that they are not sufflcientlto pay more than 40 or 50 per cent on th#dollar.

Mortgage on the Record?
A report that has been Ireely discussedto-day is that Messrs. Widener and Elklns,the Traction magnates, hold a mortgagefor $750,000 upon tfhe Record and a mortgageagainst the Pulp Mill at Elkton. Rumoralso has it that they will take possessionof these properties, and if this latrue the probabilities are that the Record!will become a Republican protectionistpaper. Mr. Widener, who Is a staunchRepublican, Is a candidate for Governorof Pennsylvania, and as such, and as oneof the owners of the Record, it would beabsolutely necessary to change the polledof the paper to insure any kind of gchance for him to win the chief executiveshipof the State.

,

No Effect In New York.
The correspondents in this city of the

Chestnut Street National Bank, of Philadelphia,are the National Bank of the Re-
public and the Seaboard National Rank.
Vice-President Stuart G. Nelson, of the
Seaboard, said that the Chestnut StreetRank had a balance to its credit there. Atthe Rank of the Republic it was said thatthe balance was not in the local institution'sfavor, but that the amount was not
large enough to create any concern amongthe bank officers. In banking circles generallythe failure of the Chestnut Street
Rank and its closely allied Trust Companydid not excite any surprise, as it had been
expected for some time, it having been
known tfhat Mr. Singerly, the head and
front of both concerns, was embarrassed
by reason of his many ventures. Mr. Singerlyis not believed to have had any exten-
sue cuuuecuuiih in a dusiupss way in rnis
city, and the trouble even in Philadelphiais expected to be localized.

Better Time on tlie Ninth "L."
Express trains on the Ninth avenue "L" road

will shortly be able to make better time than they
now do. The company has begun alterations on the
tracks and switches at the Fifty-third street juivotionby means of which, Manager Fransioli said
yesterday, a saving of several minutes will be effected.The alterations, on which workmen were
engaged yesterday, will enable trains to be run from
Christopher street to One Hundred and Sixteenth
street without being switched to the local track, a3'
has hitherto been necessary at Fifty-third street.

Husband Saw Witches About Htm.
Mrs. Anna McCarty petitioned Justice Stover to

annul her marriage yesterday. Decision was reserved.Her husband, Frank, is an incurable luna-1
tic in a Trenton asylum. The couple were mar-1

| ricd in Princeton. N. 1., in 1881. They had three
children. McCarty was insane when he was marIried. He imagined he saw witches riding above he

I trees on broomsticks. At times he was violent ami1
beat his wife.


